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provide such compassion and skill for those 
who have been wounded. 

You know, I’m—appreciate the families 
who were so gracious to me here. One of 
the things I tell them is that their loved one 
is going to get fabulous medical care, and 
they do. It’s inspiring to see the hard work. 
It’s also inspiring to see the courage of the 
patients. I met some of the men that I’d seen 
6 months ago; I came back, and they’re to-
tally different looking people. That’s because 
of the good health care. It’s also because of 
their mental framework. They’ve decided 
that nothing’s going to get them down, and 
they battled back. And they’re—a lot of them 
are doing really well. 

So I want to thank you for your time, and 
it’s been an honor to be the Commander in 
Chief of such fine men and women. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:19 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Rear Adm. Matthew L. 
Nathan, USN, commander, National Naval Med-
ical Center. 

Notice—Continuation of National 
Emergency With Respect to 
Weapons of Mass Destruction 
November 10, 2008 

On November 14, 1994, by Executive 
Order 12938, the President declared a na-
tional emergency with respect to the unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States posed by the proliferation of 
nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons 
(weapons of mass destruction) and the means 
of delivering such weapons. On July 28, 1998, 
the President issued Executive Order 13094 
amending Executive Order 12938 to respond 
more effectively to the worldwide threat of 
weapons of mass destruction proliferation ac-
tivities. On June 28, 2005, I issued Executive 
Order 13382 that, inter alia, further amend-
ed Executive Order 12938 to improve our 
ability to combat proliferation. The prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass destruction and the 
means of delivering them continues to pose 

an unusual and extraordinary threat to the 
national security, foreign policy, and econ-
omy of the United States; therefore, the na-
tional emergency first declared on November 
14, 1994, and extended in each subsequent 
year, must continue. In accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 
year the national emergency declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 12938, as amended. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 10, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:15 a.m., November 10, 2008] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on November 12. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to 
Weapons of Mass Destruction 
November 10, 2008 

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. 
President:) 

In accordance with section 202(d) of the 
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 
1622(d)), I have sent the enclosed notice to 
the Federal Register for publication, stating 
that the national emergency with respect to 
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion that was declared in Executive Order 
12938 of November 14, 1994, as amended, 
is to continue in effect beyond November 
14, 2008. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 
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